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are now being used by research workers to obtain accurate
data on child growth and behavior.
By means of these instruments and experimental and
clinical methods our information about infant development
is gradually being extended. Thus far, our knowledge has
been obtained from relatively small groups of children. The
same careful study of other groups needs to be made in order
to ascertain whether the general developmental sequences
described are characteristic of similar groups and how they
vary in different economic and social situations. Even more
important than an accurate description of behavior as it
is manifested under different conditions, is the study of
the processes by which certain important end results are
obtained.
Methods and Technics of Child Study. —'• Technics of
studying children comprise various forms of observation in-
cluding rating which is essentially directed observation;
testing; the interview; the questionnaire; and the autobiog-
raphy. These technics are used in the experimental and the
clinical methods of child study. The experimental method
makes its most important contribution to research; the
clinical method, to service to the individual child. The
importance of the clinical method for research purposes,
however, is rapidly increasing. In the experimental method
certain conditions are set up and the results accurately
recorded and critically studied. The clinical method aims
to unify information about the individual obtained from
all available sources. In the study of infants observation
plays a very important part.
The Technic of Observation. — Observation may be de-
scribed as a "natural-scientific method'* in which only the
observed behavior of the individual is recorded. Observa-
tion varies from the most precise to the most casual. \ The
method of controlled observation is valuable in discovering
what the baby can do under defined conditions. There is
a less specific kind of observation which aims to under-
stand the total situation in which an observed behavior
occurs and to bring to bear on the problem a background ot

